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Practice Areas

Business and Corporate
Intellectual Property
Music and Entertainment
Nonprofit
Legal Cannabis

Overview
Steve Lee is co-chair of the firm’s Business and Corporate Transactions Practice, the Legal Cannabis co-chair, and 
is a member of the Intellectual Property Practice. He represents domestic and international clients in a variety of 
industries, including biotech companies, angel investor networks, software and technology companies, wireless 
industry companies, consumer packaged goods companies, wineries, healthcare providers, real estate investment 
companies, nonprofits, and public agencies.

As outside general counsel for entrepreneurs, emerging companies and publicly traded companies, Steve handles 
a broad range of matters, such as:

Buy-sell agreements
Indemnification and Limitation of Liability issues
Formation of business and nonprofit entities
Debt and equity financing and private placements
Mergers and acquisitions
Joint Ventures
Corporate governance
Review, negotiate, and draft business agreements
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Software development agreements
Trade secret protection

Steve’s notable transactions include representing the fixed-base operator (FBO) in an acquisition of the 
operations at the Napa Jet Center.  He has also handled complex transactions pertaining to the acquisition of 
royalty rights in the biotech industry.

Steve has a successful intellectual property practice representing clients in the software, technology and 
entertainment industries. He has negotiated settlements of copyright infringement claims on behalf of numerous 
software companies, recovering millions of dollars from infringers for his clients. He advises clients on securing 
and enforcing their trademark rights and has successfully negotiated countless licensing arrangements and co-
existence agreements for his clients in lieu of trademark litigation. He has handled intellectual property matters 
and corporate transactions for entertainment industry clients such as Carlos Santana, Journey, The Doobie 
Brothers, Phish, Grateful Dead, The String Cheese Incident, The J. Geils Band, and Amon Tobin.

Steve has been actively involved with business incubators and accelerators. He has given presentations on 
business and corporate law issues and intellectual property law issues to startups at various business incubators 
and accelerators. He also serves as outside general counsel to The ArcView Group, an angel investor network 
focused on the cannabis industry.

Prior to joining Donahue Fitzgerald, Steve served as associate general counsel at ABM Industries in San Francisco, 
California, where he gained valuable in-house counsel experience and an appreciation for creative, practical 
solutions to business disputes. In law school, he served as an editor of the Boston University International Law 
Journal.

Professional & Community Affiliations

Member, Alameda County Assessment Appeals Board
Co-Chair, Board of Directors, East Bay Asian Youth Center (EBAYC)
Vice-President, Board of Directors, Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce
Member, Board of Directors, Asian Advisory Committee on Crime
Past President and Member, Board of Directors, Rebuilding Together Oakland

Recognition

Awarded, AT&T Community Spotlight Award, AT&T
Awarded, 2018 International Advisory Award: Intellectual Property award winner in CA, International 
Advisory Experts
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Awarded, 2018 Business - Lawyer of the Year - USA, Lawyer Monthly

Bar Admissions

California

Education

J.D., Boston University School of Law, cum laude, 1994

B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1990

Recent Articles/News

Donahue Fitzgerald Advises Game Taco in Acquisition of WorldWinner from GSN Games, Cision PR 
Newswire, May 17, 2021
Donahue Fitzgerald Ranked in Top Tier of 2021 “Best Law Firms”
Donahue Fitzgerald Ranked in Top Tier of 2020 “Best Law Firms”
Donahue Fitzgerald Ranked in Top Tier of 2019 “Best Law Firms”
Donahue Fitzgerald Ranked in Top Tier of 2018 “Best Law Firms”
Donahue Fitzgerald Ranked In Top Tier of 2017 “Best Law Firms”
Donahue Fitzgerald Honored to Present Award to Maximum Games
Using UCC Security Interest Filings to Increase Your Bottom Line
Ten Things to Consider When Starting a New Business
Branding 101: Major Pitfalls to Avoid in Launching a New Business or Product Name

Past Articles/News

Online Privacy Laws Take Effect in California

Recent Speaking Engagements

October 31, 2022, 2022 EAI International Annual Conference , EAI International, San Francisco, CA
July 19, 2018, 2018 ArcView International Investor Forum , The ArcView Group, San Francisco, CA
November 12, 2017, 2017 ArcView International Investor Forum , The ArcView Group, Henderson, NV
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https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-advises-game-taco-in-acquisition-of-worldwinner-from-gsn-games/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-ranked-in-top-tier-of-2021-best-law-firms/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-ranked-in-top-tier-of-2020-best-law-firms/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-ranked-in-top-tier-of-2019-best-law-firms/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-ranked-top-tier-2018-best-law-firms/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-ranked-top-tier-best-law-firms/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/donahue-fitzgerald-honored-present-award-maximum-games/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/using-ucc-security-interest-filings-increase-bottom-line-2/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/ten-things-consider-starting-new-business/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/branding-101-major-pitfalls-avoid-launching-new-business-product-name/
https://donahue.com/resources/publications/online-privacy-laws-take-effect-california/

